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K Summary of Juno and July Public Workshops

<
7

June. 10 & 11 - Ovemew of SYRTAC F:sherles Studles and Management
Alternatwes

The first workshop series was held in June 10 and. 11 in Buellton and Santa Barbara
The results of the Fish TAC's fisheries studies were presented and potential alternatives
that will benefit fish habitat were described. The goal of the Fish TAC studies Is to
develop an overall fisheries management plan for the river,- which will be presented to
 the State Wator Board in heanngs scheduled for the year 2000. '

Parhcipants at both workshops provided thoughtful quesﬂons and comments that were

_pertinent to the discussion of the State Water Board process and the steelhead listing,
In Bueliton; concem was expressed over several Issues including: private property
rights, downstream water rights, water supply, the effect of State Water Project water
releases into the river through alternate felease points, effect of certain alternatives on
-river wells, and impact on recreational fishing. Some questloned the ability to restore
steelhead to the Santa Ynez River systerh given the natural variability of the climate and
stream hydrology. The fechnical and practical feasibilly of some alternatives was
questioned, particularly trap-and-truck operations that would move fish-to and from the
upper watershed. There were also several goed suggestions made regarding the need
to evaluate the 'system as a whole, variations on a couple of the alternatives, and the
value of adopting a iocal Figh Management Plan to avoid imposition of a plan by the
federal! government. Voluntary actlons such as conservation eaaements and creating
addltlonal habitat were alsa dlsoussed

Participants at the Santa Barbara meeting generally agreed that .an, oyerall Fish -
Management Plan was needed. Some of the same issues were raised at this meeting,
although the questions were focused more on expanded explanations of how the
alternatives bemg .suggested would heip restore steelhead and enhance habitat. There
was interest in parameters that affect steelhead such as water temperatura and flow,
carrying capacity of the tnbutanes effect of trap and truck operations an f sh and how
to estlmate fish yield. .
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July-8 - Public Input on Manage.mentAltematives, LT L e

At the requiest of people attending the June meeting, a second workshop was held on
July 8 in Buellton to solicit public comments from landowners, spertfishing intereats,
-environmental interests, and other interested parties ‘on the proposed management
actions; Coples of the Management Alternatives Report had been provided or made
“avallable prior to this workshop. Many of the participants had read through the report
. and came prepared with comments and ideas. About forty members of the public -
participated in the lively discussion, and the comments were recordad (see below).
In the latter half of the workshop, participants had an opportunity to individually rate the
various alternatives using dots on large posters. Each person was provided with 10
“positive” votes and 5 "negative” votes to allocate as they pleased. Three other potential
actions were also included, based on the earlier discussion: building a new dam below
Bradbury Dam, improving water quality conditions (e.g. treated effluent), and a novel

fish ladder design. The r_esult_s of the ratings are provided below in Table 1.

The altematives that recelved the highest positive ratings included: the Hilton Creek
~ siphon, the Fish Reserve Account, extending the channel of lower Hilton Creek. . Other
- highly rated actions included a fishing moratorium below Bradbury, surcharge of the
_reservair.for fish releases, fish supplementation via hatchery or broodstock from the
upper basin, conservation easements, riparian enhancement along tributaries, improving
 water quality, passage barrier removal, a fish ladder at Bradbury, conjunctive use of
water rights releases with Fish Reserve Account, and some predator removal..

- The alternatives that generated the strongest negative ratings includéd alternateé release j
‘points along the mainstem from the SWP pipeline, a wild steeihead hatchery (which also
got some positive votes), and purchase of water n'ghts;-,tp improve tributary flow., = -
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Table 1 - Ratings of Santa Ynez River Fisheries Management Alternatwes
(note: participants each had 10 "yes” votes and 5 no" votes) ' .

-Management

At # Management Ranking | At# nac Ranking
Alternatives | | o 'Alternatives -
| MAINSTEM BELQW,D&M — | FISH SUF{PLE_MENTAT]QN ,
Flow-Related Measures 21. | Wid steslhesd hatchery 10 Y‘ 18N
1. | Conjunclive use of water rights |- 22, | Use broodstock upstream of 11Y 1IN
releases with Fish Raenre 8Y 1N Bradbury Dam for ' .
Aceount” - supplementatlon below dam
2. | Altemate release polnts along . | -
© | mainstem from State Water oy b . . .
Prolect pipeline :7"Y 23N C )
4. | Fish Reserve Account to " | TRIBUTARIES BELOW DAM
supply additiona! fluw releases i5Y . . '
io maiistem and-Hilton Creek-. . . : -
$. | Surcharge reservalr to gain - 1Y . Flow-related Measures
additional water for releases .
- Habitat Enhancements 25, | Purchasa water rights o & mcrease 2 Y 15N
o o T : tributary flow
8. | Mainstem stream channel- 1Y 26. | Pump/siphen Lake CachUma - 17Y
| madifications : water lc Hifton Creek
10. | Instream struciures (e.g. L 4Y Habitat Enhancements
boulders) in.mainstem -
11. | Place gravel in mairstem to 1Y 1N 30. | Place gravel in tributaries to 5Y
, enhance spawning habitat enhanca spawning hiabiat _
24, | Spawning channeis along 5N M. Conservation easements 10Y
' mainstem ' .
12. | Conservation easements g9Y 32 Enhance riparian {streams:de) 10¥Y 3N
along mainstemn : vegetation to pn:wide cover and P
shade streamy._ ... '
Fish Passage ‘| 33. | Exend t‘.hannei of lower Hiltarf "14Y 2N
5 o _ : Creek to créiate new habitat :
13. | Passage barrler removal in oY F ish Passage
mainstem : .
: Predator Remo\fal ' 3. [ Passage barrier namoval in, Y .
: _ . . tributarias . ' '
18, REmGVe Wﬂﬂ“Waler fish below _8 Y 1N | FISHPASSAGE AROUND LAKE CACHUMA
__-| Bradbury Dam VIA TRAP & TRUCK ‘ B
FISHING REGULATIONS 39.& [ Trap & truck adults upstream B8Y 4N
' .. . . .| 45.- | around Lake Cachuma and .
{ 20. | Fishing moratorium in basin 12Y 1N oulmigrating juvenlies
' below Bradbury Dam : downstream’ :
'NEW ACTIONS PROPOSED AT 40, & [ Trap & truck outmigrating ' .
WORKSHOP 2 | 46 | juveniles downstream around 8Y 3N.
' ’ Lake Cachuma .
ﬁr‘oundtower deann st oY
‘ladder. S
improve water qualrty 10Y 1N
New dsm below Bradbury 1¥ 1N







